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Information Gathering 
Reading & Videos

Site Visits 
County Home School (adjudicated youth)

County Adult Incarceration Facility (max one year)

Adolescent Addiction Treatment Center

University, Professional & Family Experts

Community Participants/ Experts & Neighborhood Analysis



Key Research Findings & Reframing

Findings Reframed Issue

Presence of institutionalized racism
(white youth have “treatable problems”)

Treatment & Prevention, not Incarceration

Present incarceration/ treatment facilities 
not near public transportation

Community-based treatment facilities

City zoning restricts location of 
incarceration facilities

Not incarcerations-
Small community-based treatment

Poverty causes severe problems for 
parenting

Spectrum of Services for families not just 
youth

Lack of after-school activities for older 
youth

Teen activity centers

Need for transition to adulthood Job training & life skills after high school



Representative Student Proposals

Luke Walsh, Fall, 2018

Hana Saifullah & Jared  Eichberger, Fall, 2018

Group Homes and Adolescent Treatment Center
Community-Based Treatment

Community Center for Youth & Families
Prevention at Farview Park

Kayla Holzhauer, Fall, 2019

After School and Job Training
Urban Garden

SPROUT	 Community	Garden,	 Plaza,	 and	
Outdoor	 Dining.	 With	 over	 12,500	 square	
feet	of	outdoor	garden,	a	publicly	accessed	
support	building,	street-front	plaza	for	com-
munity gatherings and markets, and out-
door	dining	for	50+	people,	this	space	serves	
as	the	sprout	in	the	community	and	attracts	
people	to	the	neighboring	education	center.

EARLY GROWTH Student Lounge and 
Small Group Classrooms. Five, small - group 
classrooms	and	750	square	 feet	of	balcony	
gardens	 organized	 around	 a	 central	 public	
lounge	 space	 feature	 programs	 about	 nu-
trition,	sustainability,	biology,	farming	prac-
tices,	 accounting,	 marketing	 and	 business	
management	that	foster	individual	growth.

MATURE GROWTH The group cook-
ing	 classroom,	 surrounded	 by	 1,000	 sf	 of	
balcony	gardens,	offers	space	for	20	commu-
nity	members	to	work	in	at	any	given	time.	
The	 space	 is	 adaptable	 to	both	 formal	 and	
informal	cooking	sessions	for	several	differ-
ent age groups that promote individual and 
community	growth.

HARVEST	 Rooftop	 Greenhouse.	 The	
5,000	sf	indoor	garden	offers	space	for	stu-
dents and community members to partake 
in	 harvest.	 The	 space	 features	 4x8	 ft	 indi-
vidual	plots	that	are	functional	year	round,	
along	 with	 vertical	 hydroponic	 systems	 for	
growing	leafy	greens	and	herbs.

REBIRTH Commercial Restaurant and 
Community Event Center. The adaptable 
community restaurant at the street level 
gives	 individuals	 a	 sense	 of	 purpose.	 After	
training, individuals can be employed at the 
restaurant,	 extending	 the	 life-cycle	 of	 the	
program	through	all	seasons	of	the	year.

THE GARDEN CLASSROOM
Kayla	Holzhauer

The	 Garden	 Classroom	 will	 address	 the	
needs	 for	 community	 identity,	 practical	
education,	and	youth	employment	oppor-
tunities	 that	 have	 been	 vocalized	 by	 the	
community	members	of	North	Minneapo-
lis.	The	program	will	consist	of	three	com-
ponents	-	production,	education	and	com-
mercial	-	that	will	be	specifically	targeted	
towards	youth	ages	13	-	15,	but	involve	all	
members	of	the	local	community	at	some	
level.	The	program	will	specifically	empha-
size	learning	opportunities,	ownership,	in-
dividual	purpose,	community	identity,	and	
relationships.

PROBLEMS

The	significant	gap	 in	
services	 for	 youth	 in	
their teens to early 
adulthood. 

A	severe	nutrition	de-
ficiencies,	 especially	
for	 African	 -	 Ameri-
can	 and	 low-income	
households, as a re-
sult	 of	 limited	 access	
to high - quality and 
affordable	 supermar-
kets.

The	 need	 for	 youth	
and young adults to 
have	 opportunities	
for	 work	 related	 skill	
development and rel-
evant	experience

The	 need	 for	 youth	
and young adults to 
have	 opportunities	
for	life	skills	(cooking,	
nutrition,	finances)

1 2 3 4

Program
Transitions’	program	is	 focused	on	providing	a	stable	home	for	the	youth.	Social	
spaces,	like	the	dining	and	living	room,	create	a	platform	for	relationship	formation.	
Private	spaces,	like	the	group	rooms	can	be	used	for	intimate	activities	such	as	ther-
apy.	The	learning	center	contains	two	multi-use	open	spaces	for	activities	with	the	
partnered	programs.	This	space	encourages	interaction	and	conversation,	aimed	to	
support	the	formation	of	positive	community	relationships.	Connecting	all	of	the	
program	is	a	continuous	path,	with	a	purpose	of	stabilizing	youth.

TRANSITIONS
Kristin	Just	&	Jillian	Gelle

Site

This	transitional	housing	project	prepares	
up to 16 adolescent boys, ages 12-18, as 
they	 move	 from	 incarceration	 facilities	
back into their North Minneapolis com-
munities.	Transitions’	provides	stability	for	
its young residents in its architecture and 
its	 program	 by	 utilizing	 varying	 levels	 of	
privacy	and	by	encouraging	the	formation	
of	positive	relationships.	The	stability	path	
loops	 through	 the	 building,	 connecting	
the	programmatic	elements	 and	 ground-
ing the youth. Throughout the design, al-
coves	provide	a	variety	of	 spaces	 for	dif-
ferent	types	of	social	interaction,	inspiring	
relationship	formation.

The	 site	 is	 on	 the	 corner	 of	 Girard	 and	
21st in North Minneapolis. Surrounding 
it	 are	mostly	 single	 family	 homes,	which	
support	 the	residential	 focused	program.	
However,	 the	site	 is	near	 the	busy	street	
of	Broadway,	so	 there	are	many	possible	
partnership	programs	in	close	proximity.

Stability Providing a stable environment 
and	routine	for	the	youth	is	essential;	the	
homes	they	return	to	are	often	unstable.	
Using	 greenery	 and	 familiar	 architecture	
will	 support	 grounded,	 stable	 feelings	 in	
their	 “home”.	A	continuous	walking	path	
with	social	spaces	along	it	is	the	architec-
tural	expression	of	stability.

Privacy	The	situation	youth	are	 in	 is	very	
stigmatized	 and	 uncomfortable;	 provid-
ing	 a	 cover	 of	 privacy	when	 needed	 can	
create	a	more	comfortable	environment.	
Taking	 away	 privacy	 can	 also	 encourage	
connections	between	the	youth.

Relationships The youth may have a neg-
ative	 perception	 of	 their	 community.	 By	
participating	in	local	programs,	the	youth	
will	form	positive	relationships	with	com-
munity	 members.	 Partnerships	 with	 ser-
vices	 like	 Juxtaposition	 Arts	 will	 involve	
the kids locally. By providing a program 
that	functions	like	a	home,	the	youth	will	
form	 positive	 and	 supportive	 relation-
ships.	A	variety	of	spaces	will	be	designed	
to	 encourage	 community.	 Alcoves	 with	
comfortable	seating	provide	a	setting	 for	
small groups to talk.

Transition Center for Older Adolescents
Residential Community Service

Kristin Just & Jillian Gelle, Fall, 2019

Achieve:
Housing & Services for Homeless Youth

North Community Justice Center
Youth-Run Restorative Justice Faciilty

Julia Luke & Rachel Kadidlo, Fall, 2020

Noah Suchy & Audrey Kleinschmidt, Fall, 2020
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