
Female Architects Around the Global 
South

DIVERSE 
REPRESENTATION IN 
ARCHITECTURAL CASE 
STUDIES

Goy Zhenru
Sukasantai Farmstay



TA
BLE O

F 
CO

N
TEN

TS

What was the end product of my 
research?

RESULTS03

BACKGROUND
What was this project about?01
RESEARCH
What was my process? How did I 
find architects?02

FURTHER RESEARCH
How could this project be 
continued and expanded in the 
future?

04



BACKGROUND
01

Sandra Barclay
Moquegua Regional Government 
Headquarters



O
U

R TEA
M

Junior studying 
Marketing and 
Interdisciplinary 
Design

Director of the 
Masters of Science 

in Research 
Practice Program

JASMINE JACKSON

MALINI SRIVASTAVA



Architecture has been proven to be a 
male dominated world. Women, 

particularly women from 
non-European backgrounds, have a 
hard time being recognized for the 

work they do. This project is focused 
on finding the amazing work these 

women are doing around the globe.  
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While nearly 48% of architecture students in accredited programs are women (NAAB 2018), only 36% of those 
graduating with architecture degrees are women (2018); only 39% of those who completed the licensing exams are women 
(NCARB 2018), 38% of program faculty are women (ACSA), 17% are leaders in practice (EQxD 2016). These numbers are even 
worse when it comes to the highest honors and awards in the profession. Only 7% of the Pritzker Prize (the Nobel Prize of 
Architecture) recipients are women and only 3% of the American Institute of Architect’s Gold Medal recipients are women.
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While I was researching I 
discovered that a lot of 
female architects being 

recognized were from the 
global south but not 

practicing there

Their work was recognized 
in regional, national, or 

international publications 
or articles, and is current

Doing Impactful 
Work

Female Architect 
Practicing In The Global 

South
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Despina Stratigakos writes in her 2016 book, Where are the Women Architects, “...historians assumed that there were no female 
practitioners before the mid-twentieth century, so they did not bother to look for them. Traditional research methods like archives, 
libraries have been slow to collect women's works.” She mentions the International Archive of Women in Architecture (IAWA), 
housed at Virginia Tech started by Dr. Milka Bliznakov. Upon a closer examination of the IAWA through the search function based 
on regional and country identification, it is clear that the IAWA has focussed on North America which makes up 74% (1638 works) 
and Europe which makes up 17%  (377 works) of the total works categorized by region, in the archive.  Africa makes up 0.14% of the 
collection (3 works), Australia is 1% (23 works) and South America is 2.2% (48 works). Although fairing better than Africa and South 
America,  Asia makes up only 4.57% of the archives (100 works). Similar or worse trends are visible in other similar listings of women 
architects. While the IAWA and other is doing crucial work, an archive that first focuses on the works of women architects from Africa, 
South America and Asia, is an important gap to be filled if the architectural curriculum has any hope of being decolonized. -Malini 
Srivastava 
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https://press.princeton.edu/taxonomy/term/16991


EXCEL 
SPREA

D
SH

EET
VENUS MARS MERCURY JUPITER

AREA 1 50 100 20 30

AREA 2 23 34 45 56

AREA 3 234 45 65 56



Using this email template, I reached 
out to 28 architects and heard back 
from three. I got to interview one.
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Victoria Heilman
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all of my sources throughout the 
project.

Sources
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East Asia is seeing a 
growing amount of 
female architects that 
are being recognized for 
their work

Many award winning 
architects are being 
recognized in Mexico and 
South America but there 
is less information about 
Central America

Many recognized 
architects were born in 
the Global South but not 
practicing there

There are several 
practicing female 
architects in Africa, but 
little information about 
them online and in 
publications
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Looking at indigenous, and 
minority architects in 
countries where they are 
being marginalized and 
unseen.

Looking at regions like 
Central America, Central 
Asia, and South Africa. 
Also continuing the search 
in areas we already 
covered

LESSER KNOWN 
REGIONS

MALE & FEMALE 
MINORITIES

LGBTQIA+ 
ARCHITECTS
Finding openly LGBTQIA+ 
architects from all over 
the world who are making 
an impact.
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Does anyone have any questions?

jack1408@umn.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jasminejackson19/

THANKS

Gloria Cabral
Teletón Children's 
Rehabilitation Center


